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SUBJECT:
Ideal Cooperage Site, Jersey City, NJ
FROM: ' :

James D. Harkay, USEPA 0SC

TO: Tom Harrison, Jersey City Incinerator Authority

The purpose of this memo is to confirm our  telephone conversation
of November 25, 1991, in regard to the mercury contamination, found
in surface soil samples collected at the Ideal Ccoperage S5ite in
Jersey City, New Jersey. ' '

In May 1991, USEPA collected surface soil samples from eix test pit
locations on-site. The analytical results of the sampling revealed
elevated concentrations of mercury in the surface soil sample,

obtained at test pit location #4. In September 1891, three
additional surface soil samples were collected in the area around
test pit location #4. The second set of analytical results

indicated that the mercury concentrations in the soil around test
pit location #4 ranged from 28 to 298 parts per million (ppm).

With the confirmation of the elevated mercury concentrations, I am
requesting a consultation from the Agency for Toxic Substance and
Disease Registry (ATSDR), to investigate the potential health
threat posed by the mercury in the soil. If ATSDR concludes that
a significant health threat exists which requires the excavation
and disposal of the mercury-contaminated soil; an Action Memorandum
will be prepared to request funding for a second Removal Action at
the Ideal Cooperage Site. ' :

As a precautionary measure, ‘the site entrance gate should remain
closed and personnel should avoid the area around test pit location
, #4. I have included a rough site map that identifies test pit
i location #4. ' ' : _—

If you have any questions. or need further information, please
contact me at (315) 469-3554 or (908) 321-6614. '

cc: Joseph Rotola, EPA

Attachment
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Ideal'Cooperage Site, Jersey City, NJ
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The purpose of this memo is’to confirm our telephone conversation

- of November 25, 1991, 1n‘regérd to the mercury contamination, found

in surface soil samplees collected at the Ideal Cooperage Site in
Jersey City, New .Jersey.

In May 1991, USEPA collected surface soil samples from eix test pit
locations on-site. The analytical results of the sampling revealed
elevated concentrations of ‘mercury in the. surface soil sample,

obtained at test pit location #4. In September 1991, three
additional surface soil samples were collected in the area around
test pit 1location #4. The second set of analytical results

indicated that the mercury concentrations in the soil around test
pit location #4 ranged from 28 to 298 parts per million (ppm).

With the confirmation of the elevated mercury concentrations; I am
requesting a consultation from the Agency for Toxic Substance and
Disease Registry (ATSDR), to investigate the potential health
threat posed by the mercury in the soil. If ATSDR concludes that

" a significant health threat exists which requires the excavation

and disposal of the mercury-contaminated soil; an Action Memorandum
will be prepared to request funding for -a second Removal Action at
the Ideal Cooperage Site. »

As a precautionary measure, the site entrance gate should remain
closed and personnel should avoid the area around test pit location
#4. I have included a rough site map that identifies test pit

location #4. -

If you havé any questions or,need further information, please
contact me at (315) 469-3554 or (908) 321-6614. '

cc: Joseph Rotola, EPA

Attachment
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